FAMILY VIOLENCE HOME VISITATION ASSESSMENT TOOL
Prepared by Linda Chamberlain, PhD MPH

For the Family Violence Prevention Fund
NAME/TITLE: 
______________________________________________

PHONE/EMAIL:
______________________________________________

PROGRAM:

______________________________________________

LOCATION:

______________________________________________

DATE:


__ __ / __ __ / __ __
	ASSESSMENT METHODS
	YES
	NO
	Not
Applicable
	Don’t
Know

	Does your home visitation program have a written protocol for addressing:

	· Intimate partner violence
	
	
	
	

	· Dating violence
	
	
	
	

	· Sexual assault

	
	
	
	

	Do home visitors/staff routinely ask mothers about current or recent  intimate partner violence at:

	· Intake interview/ initial assessment
	
	
	
	

	· First home visit
	
	
	
	

	· Follow-up home visits
	
	
	
	

	· Periodic assessments
	
	
	
	

	Are there any instructions, scripts, or wording on your assessment forms on how to explain to clients why they be asked about relationship violence?

Do your assessment forms provide examples of questions that can be used to ask clients relationship violence?

Are there any instructions, scripts, or wording on your assessment forms on how to inform clients about confidentiality and any mandated reporting requirements before screening for relationship violence?

When a client discloses some form of relationship violence, is the disclosure routinely documented in the client’s file or chart? 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	
SCOPE OF ASSESSMENT
	  YES
	NO
	Not

Applicable
	Don’t
Know

	Does your assessment form ask questions about:



	· Past history of intimate partner violence/dating violence

· Past history of forced or unwanted sex

· Birth control sabotage

· Childhood exposure to intimate partner violence

· Childhood sexual abuse
· Childhood physical abuse
· Childhood emotional abuse
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	INTEGRATED ASSESSMENT

	If clients are screened for depression, are clients also asked whether they have ever been in a violent relationship? 

	
	
	
	

	When assessment for PTSD and other anxiety disorders is conducted with clients, are clients also asked whether they have ever been in a violent relationship?

	
	
	
	

	When clients are screened for substance abuse, are clients also asked whether they have ever been in a violent relationship?


	
	
	
	


	INTERVENTION STRATEGIES
	  YES
	NO
	Not

Applicable
	Don’t
Know

	Do your home visitors have: 

	· Written instructions, scripts, or wording about what to say and do when a client discloses violence

· Written instructions on how to do safety planning with clients who disclose current abuse
· Pamphlets, brochures, or cards about local resources to offer clients when violence is disclosed or suspected
·  An on-call advocate or counselor that the home visitor can make an immediate referral to

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Does your program have a resource list that:

	· Identifies all available referrals/resources for clients who disclose intimate partner violence 
· Identifies resources for children exposed to violence

· Identifies referrals/ resources for clients who disclose sexual assault
· Identifies referrals/resources for perpetrators of intimate partner violence/sexual assault

· Identifies a contact person for each referral agency
· Has a staff person who is responsible for updating the list

· Is updated at least once a year


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	NETWORKING & TRAINING

	  YES
	NO
	Not

Applicable
	Don’t
Know

	Does your staff have contact with representatives from any of the following types of agencies in the past year?

	· Domestic violence advocates/

shelter staff

· Child protection services

· Animal control/animal abuse

· Batterers’ intervention programs
· Legal advocacy/legal services
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Is there anyone on your staff who is especially skilled/comfortable dealing with intimate partner violence issues?

	
	
	
	

	Does anyone on your staff participate in a local domestic violence task force or related subcommittee?

	
	
	
	

	Do supervisors receive annual training on intimate partner violence?

	
	
	
	

	Do home visitors that are newly hired receive training on assessment and intervention for intimate partner violence during orientation?


	
	
	
	

	Does home visitors receive booster training on intimate partner violence at least once a year?


	
	
	
	

	 Is the training that home visitors receive skill-based to help them address challenges specific to addressing IPV in the context of home visits?
	
	
	
	


	
	  YES
	NO
	Not

Applicable
	Don’t
Know

	SELF-CARE AND SUPPORT

	Are there periodic (weekly, monthly etc.) debriefing sessions  or case reviews where home visitors can talk about families experiencing intimate partner violence

	
	
	
	

	Is there a buddy system or internal referral system for home visitors to ask for assistance when they are overwhelmed or feel uncomfortable addressing intimate partner violence with a client?


	
	
	
	

	Do home visitors receive clear guidelines that define success and boundaries for working with families experiencing intimate partner violence?


	
	
	
	

	Do home visitor receive any training or information on stress reduction techniques?


	
	
	
	

	DATA & EVALUATION

	Does your program review/evaluate the rate of documented screening for intimate partner violence?

	
	
	
	

	Does your program record the rate of documented disclosures of intimate partner by clients?

	
	
	
	

	Does your program conduct an annual review and update of all protocols addressing intimate partner violence?

	
	
	
	

	Does your program do any type of consumer satisfaction surveys or client focus groups that ask clients’ opinions about assessment and intervention strategies for intimate partner violence?


	
	
	
	

	CLIENT EDUCATION AND PREVENTION

	Do home visitors provide information to clients on how violence can impact their health?


	
	
	
	

	  Do home visitors provide information to clients on the effects of intimate partner violence on children? 


	
	
	
	

	Do home visitors provide information to clients on healthy relationships?


	
	
	
	

	Does your program sponsor any client or group activity to talk about healthy relationships?


	
	
	
	

	Does your program refer clients to parenting classes that address how exposure to violence can affect parenting?
	
	
	
	


	
	  YES
	NO
	Not Applicable
	DON’T KNOW

	RESOURCES AND POLICIES

	Does your home visitation protocol specifically address safety strategies for working with families that are experiencing intimate partner violence and what to do if violence escalates during a home visit? 
	
	
	
	

	Does your workplace protocol address for how supervisors and co-workers should respond when someone on staff is experiencing intimate partner violence?
	
	
	
	

	Does your workplace protocol address what should be done if a perpetrator comes to your office and displays threatening behavior or tries to get information?
	
	
	
	

	Are all of your protocols that address intimate partner violence reviewed with new staff? 
	
	
	
	

	Have you talked with your employee assistance program (EAP) to identify what types of trauma-informed services are available to staff who have experienced current or past victimization?
	
	
	
	

	Are staff periodically notified about what trauma-informed services are available from employee assistance programs to help someone who has experienced current or past victimization?
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